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Early Years Ministerial Meeting 

Thursday 6 November 2025  

 

Communiqué 
 

The British-Irish Council (BIC) held an online Early Years Ministerial meeting today, Thursday 

6 November 2025, chaired by the Welsh Government. 

 

The thematic focus of the meeting was ‘Help and Support for Young Children with Additional 

Needs’.  

 

A full list of Ministerial participants is enclosed. 

 

Help and Support for Young Children with Additional Needs 

 

Ministers discussed efforts by BIC Member Administrations to identify and take action to 

provide help and support for young children with additional needs and affirmed the value of the 

BIC Early Years Work Sector as a forum for shared learning in this area. 

 

As part of discussions, Ministers received a presentation from Welsh Government on ‘Speech, 

Language and Communication (SLC) in the early years.’ 

 

Ministers tasked the Work Sector with sharing insights and knowledge in relation to early 

identification and support of young children with additional needs. 

 

Early Years Work Sector 2023-2026 Work Plan Implementation  

 

Ministers also noted the Work Sector’s progress in delivering its 2023 – 2026 Work Plan, agreed 

at a BIC Ministerial meeting in London in October 2023. The Work Plan focuses on: 

 

• The early years workforce; 

• Childhood experience; 

• Child poverty; and 

• Child development. 

 

BIC Secretariat 

Thursday 6 November 2025
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List of Ministerial Attendees 

 

Government of Guernsey  

Deputy Paul Montague 
President of The Committee for Education, 

Sport and Culture 

Government of Ireland 

Norma Foley TD 
Minister for Children, Disability and 

Equality 

Isle of Man Government  

Hon Daphne Caine MHK Minister for Education, Sport and Culture 

Government of Jersey 

Richard Vibert Minister for Children and Families 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Paul Givan MLA Minister of Education 

Aisling Reilly MLA Junior Minister 

Scottish Government  

Natalie Don-Innes MSP 
Minister for Children, Young People and 

The Promise 

UK Government 
 

 

Olivia Bailey MP 
Minister for Early Education and Minister 

for Equalities 

Welsh Government 
 

 

Dawn Bowden MS (Chair) Minister for Children and Social Care 

 

 

 
 


