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Agenda

The Google philosophy

Languages at Google 

Minority language initiatives

Language communities & the role of technology

How to change text

1. Place cursor on text box and 
enter new text or copy and paste 
from another document
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Fast is better than slow

Follow the user and all else will follow

Don’t be evil

The need for information crosses all borders

The Google philosophy….

How to use the basic headline + body:

1. Replace body text by either typing directly 
into table boxes or copy and paste 
content in from other source

Source:  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Duis non erat sem
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Languages at Google



Source:  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Duis non erat sem
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Google Confidential and Proprietary

Google localisation: global & local
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Google Confidential and Proprietary

We localise all Google products...
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Google Confidential and Proprietary

… into 79+ languages...
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Over 7000 languages globally: any company can’t support all

Goal: enable people worldwide to access info via one of the languages available

● Google participates in initiatives like Unicode: ensure anyone can write & communicate and 

develop content in their language (text support)

● Focus on support for languages: 

○ Keyboards via Google input tools so anyone can create new content, chat, email, etc. in 

any language

○ Publicly available fonts for all characters in all written languages 

○ Google Translator Toolkit: free translation tool available to everyone

Localisation @Scale How to use the basic headline + body:

1. Replace body text by either typing directly 
into table boxes or copy and paste 
content in from other source

Source:  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Duis non erat sem

http://www.google.com/inputtools/try/
https://www.google.com/get/noto/
https://support.google.com/translatortoolkit/?=#topic=22228
https://support.google.com/translatortoolkit/?=#topic=22228
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Minority Language Initiatives
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Gmail: volunteer translations for Welsh, Cherokee & Irish

20% projects 

Googlers in partnership with:

● Cherokee Nation
● Welsh Language Commission
● Prof Kevin Scannell
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Google Translate

90+ languages

● Corpuses from language 
bodies & institutions help 
provide this service

● Individuals & groups can 
contribute

Most recent: Frisian
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Google-launched initiative to promote 
and document info on endangered 
languages (2012)
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Language communities 
& technology
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Proprietary + ConfidentialUser-driven, needs local engagement
Technology is egalitarian Features and launches are user-driven

Opportunity & responsibility to engage with & use technology available
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CLDR is a Unicode project used widely across the web: supported and utilised by Google, Microsoft, IBM, Apple etc.
Open to all, contributions welcomed by language bodies 
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Technology as an enabler
e.g. Lisu keyboard as Google intern project

Challenge now: connectivity, not the language
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Thank you
Go raibh maith agaibh


